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More Pioneer Century
Farms Certified

In the fall of 2008, the Century Farms program initiated the new
designation of Pioneer Century Farms. This additional recognition is
given to farms that were founded before or during the year 1796, when
Tennessee became a state. Last year, 41 farms were certified, and this
year three more farms applied for and received this remarkable distinc-
tion. All three are in Greene County, which now boasts 57 Century
Farms, nine of which are Pioneer Century Farms.

Horse Creek Farm and the Mattie Lou Broyles Snapp Farm descend

from the same founder, Jacob Broyles. Of German and French descent,
Broyles moved into the western region of North Carolina in the 1770s,
and his deed was recorded in November 1778. Broyles and his wife,
Elizabeth Yowell, had seven children, beginning the long record of family
ownership through the generations. Some of the acreage of the original
farm is now owned by Tim Armstrong. The Armstrong family raises
registered Guernsey and Jersey cattle. The family, including Tim’s wife,
Nedra, and their children, Scott and Brandy, are very active in communi-
ty, schools, and agricultural organizations including the Farm Bureau,
FFA, and 4-H. The Armstrongs of Horse Creek Farm are the first family
in Tennessee to have father, son, and daughter all receive the prestigious
American Farm Degree from the FFA. In 1964, the great-great-great-great
granddaughter of Jacob Broyles, Mattie L. Broyles Snapp, acquired 32
acres of the original farm owned by her ancestor. This acreage produces
hay and tobacco.

Graveyard Hill Farm, named for the historic burying ground on the
property, was established in 1795 by Robert Clemons Gray Sr. The
Graysburg community was named for the family, who also operated a
store and the post office there from 1840 to 1883. In 1962, Willis “Billy”
Morelock obtained the family land. Billy and Jeanette Morelock and
their daughters, Ginger (Frembling) and Lisa (Gosnell), have participated
in many regional and community efforts and organizations including
4-H and Farm Bureau. Billy is a collector of J. I. Case tractors and
equipment and his historic farm machinery has been featured in several
publications.

To read more about the history of these and other Pioneer Century
Farms, visit the Tennessee Century Farms Web site at
www.tncenturyfarms.org.

A barn and cultivated fields on the Mattie Lou
Broyles Snapp Farm (1778). (Courtesy Snapp family)

The historic landscape of Horse Creek Farm (1778)
is the backdrop for Tim Armstrong and two of his
bovine residents. (Courtesy Armstrong family)

Billy Morelock with one of his antique Case tractors
on Graveyard Hill Farm (1795). (Courtesy Morelock
family)
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Century Farms Certified Since Summer Newsletter

Please help us keep information about your farm current in our files and on our Web site by letting us

know when changes occur.

The following farms were certified since the summer 2009 newsletter. While farms may have more than one
owner, we list only the first owner of record as supplied on the application by the family because of space
limitations. Farms certified after December 10, 2009, will appear in the summer 2010 newsletter.

BAKER’S BURDEN FARM
County: Dickson

Owner: Carter G. Baker
Date Founded: 1818

BARRET FARM

County: Shelby

Owner: Paul A. Matthews
Date Founded: 1850

BIBLE FARM

County: Cocke

Owner: Elizabeth B. Wiley
Date Founded: 1887

CRYSTAL VALLEY FARMS
County: Williamson
Owner: James C. McCanless
Date Founded: 1869

FIELDEN HERITAGE FARM
County: Jefferson

Owner: Sanford E. Fielden
Date Founded: 1897

FREEZE FARM
County: Coffee

Owner: Grady T. Freeze
Date Founded: 1902

GENTRY FARM

County: Williamson
Owner: Charles J. Gentry
Date Founded: 1887

GID KYLE FARM
County: Trousdale
Owner: Robert W. Kyle
Date Founded: 1908

GRAVEYARD HILL FARM
County: Greene

Owner: Willis “Billy” Morelock
Date Founded: 1795

GROOM-SADDLER FARM
County: Wilson

Owner: Dwight G. Saddler
Date Founded: 1870

HILLANDALE FARM
County: Blount
Owner: James A. Hitch
Date Founded: 1909

HINCHEY HOLLOW FARM
County: Jefferson

Owner: Christopher M. Hinchey
Date Founded: 1873

HORSE CREEK FARM
County: Greene

Owner: Tim L. Armstrong
Date Founded: 1778

HOUSTON FARM
County: Sullivan
Owner: Patsy R. Starnes
Date Founded: 1903

ISAAC HUDDLESTON FARM
County: Putnam

Owner: Hubert M. Huddleston
Date Founded: 1841

HUTCHINGS FARM
County: White

Owner: Marie H. Howard
Date Founded: 1853

IVY HILL FARM
County: Overton
Owner: Paula R. Stover
Date Founded: 1858

KINGS CHAPEL FARM
County: Gibson

Owner: Emerson T. Gibson
Date Founded: 1909

KYKER’S SHADY HILL FARM
County: McMinn

Owner: Benjamin F. Kyker
Date Founded: 1888

LAMPLEY FARM
County: Williamson
Owner: Earl D. Lampley
Date Founded: 1886

LAZY D FARM

County: Giles

Owner: Betty O. Dickey
Date Founded: 1818

LEIBROCK FARM

County: Cocke

Owner: William M. Leibrock
Date Founded: 1886

MANSELL FARM

County: Putnam

Owner: Kenneth E. Mansell
Date Founded: 1888

MATTIE LOU BROYLES SNAPP
FARM

County: Greene

Owner: Mattie L. B. Snapp

Date Founded: 1778

MCDANIEL FARM

County: Henry

Owner: Charles E. McDaniel
Date Founded: 1838

MINGLEWOOD FARM
County: Crockett

Owner: Vivienne Hannum
Date Founded: 1818

MURPHY SPRINGS FARM
County: Knox

Owner: Kevin P. Murphy
Date Founded: 1797
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NICHOLS JERSEY FARM
County: Williamson
Owner: Herbert Nichols
Date Founded: 1909

PECAN HILL FARM
County: Lauderdale
Owner: Jimmy R. Price
Date Founded: 1901

PEACEFUL VALLEY FARM
County: Williamson

Owner: Ennis C. Wallace
Date Founded: 1905

PIN OAK FARM

County: Greene

Owner: Barbara W. Carter
Date Founded: 1806

RUBY BIRD FARM
County: Jefferson
Owner: George R. Cline
Date Founded: 1898

SAMUEL HENRY FARM
County: Blount

Owner: Ginna E. French
Date Founded: 1808

SUNDALE FARM

County: Wilson

Owner: Ernest F. Anderson
Date Founded: 1847

SUNNYSIDE FARM
County: Washington
Owner: Samuel W. Mitchell III
Date Founded: 1807

WEATHERINGTON FARM
County: Hardin

Owner: Allene M. Weatherington
Date Founded: 1909

Cason's Contributions to Century Farms

With this issue, we say farewell to Kevin Cason, who
has contributed immeasurably to the Tennessee
Century Farms program over the past four years.
Kevin, who graduated December 19, 2009, with a
Ph.D. in Public History at MTSU, began working as a
graduate assistant with the Century Farms program
in the fall of 2005. A recipient of the Tennessee
Century Farms internship, cosponsored by the
Center for Historic Preservation and the Tennessee
Department of Agriculture, Kevin designed and built
the current Century Farms Web site.

Kevin continued to maintain and improve the

Web site, but he also did much more: he assisted
with the processing of hundreds of Century

Farm applications, prepared a photograph log of
Century Farm images, helped produce a variety

of publications, managed files for the more than
1,400 farms, and gave several presentations about
the program. The Century Farms program is now
more organized, accessible, and effective because of
Kevin’s efforts.

Recently, Kevin reflected on the years he has spent
working at the Center for Historic Preservation

and with the Tennessee Century Farms program.
He said it has been a “beneficial, educational
experience for me, and I am very grateful that Dr.
West and Mrs. Hankins offered this opportunity.”
He added, “Through the stories, photographs, and
other materials that the farmers send with their
applications, I have learned about the rich legacy
of farms throughout Tennessee and how their
histories often connect to broader historical events
such as early frontier settlement, the Civil War,
New Deal programs, or World War II. Since many of
Tennessee’s landscapes are increasingly encroached

upon or developed to create commercial districts

and housing developments, the Tennessee Century
Farms program serves as a reminder about the
importance of preserving our rural heritage. [ am
grateful for those families who continue the tradition
that their ancestors started many years ago. Perhaps
it is these different aspects that made the experience
of working with the Century Farms program a
valuable and interesting project.”

With sincere thanks for his excellent and diligent
work over the past four years, we congratulate Dr.
Kevin Cason and wish him all the best as he moves
into a new phase of his life’s work.

While pursuing his graduate studies, Dr. Kevin Cason spent four
years working with the Tennessee Century Farms program at
MTSU’s Center for Historic Preservation.
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Counties with the
Most Century Farms

Wilson - 73
Greene - 50
Smith - 50
McMinn - 40
Blount - 34
Robertson - 33
Claiborne - 31
Williamson - 31
Giles - 28 e/
Montgomery - 28 by
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The Tennessee Century Farms program, a public service
of the Center for Historic Preservation at Middle Tennessee
State University, documents, recognizes, interprets, and
supports the conservation of working farms that have been
in the same family continuously for at least 100 years.

The Tennessee Department of Agriculture partners with
the program by providing a commemorative sign to each
Century Farm family.

Please direct comments and inquiries
regarding applications, existing farm files,
the Web site, and this newsletter to

CANETA HANKINS

Director, Tennessee Century Farms Program
Center for Historic Preservation

Middle Tennessee State University, Box 80
Murfreesboro, TN 37132
chankins@mtsu.edu

(615) 898-2947

Please direct questions about
Century Farm signs to

LYNNE WILLIAMS

Tennessee Department of Agriculture
Ellington Agricultural Center, P.O. Box 40627
Nashville, TN 37204
Lynne.Williams@state.tn.us

Fax: (615) 837-5194

Visit the Century Farms Web site at
http://www.tncenturyfarms.org

This Tennessee Century Farms newsletter is produced as a public
service by the Center for Historic Preservation at MTSU.

MTSU, a Tennessee Board of Regents university, is an equal opportunity,
nonracially identifiable, educational institution that does not discriminate
against individuals with disabilities. AA120-1209
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