
A barn and cultivated fields on the Mattie Lou 
Broyles Snapp Farm (1778). (Courtesy Snapp family)

The historic landscape of Horse Creek Farm (1778) 
is the backdrop for Tim Armstrong and two of his 
bovine residents. (Courtesy Armstrong family)

Billy Morelock with one of his antique Case tractors 
on Graveyard Hill Farm (1795). (Courtesy Morelock 
family)

T h e  L a n d  •  T h e  P e o p l e  •  T h e  L e g a c y

CENTURY FARMS
TENNESSEE 

Fall 2009                                                                                                      Vol. 6, Issue 2
A joint program of the MTSU Center for Historic Preservation and the Tennessee Department of Agriculture

More Pioneer Century 
Farms Certified
In the fall of 2008, the Century Farms program initiated the new   
designation of Pioneer Century Farms. This additional recognition is 
given to farms that were founded before or during the year 1796, when 
Tennessee became a state. Last year, 41 farms were certified, and this 
year three more farms applied for and received this remarkable distinc-
tion. All three are in Greene County, which now boasts 57 Century 
Farms, nine of which are Pioneer Century Farms.

Horse Creek Farm and the Mattie Lou Broyles Snapp Farm descend  
from the same founder, Jacob Broyles. Of German and French descent, 
Broyles moved into the western region of North Carolina in the 1770s, 
and his deed was recorded in November 1778. Broyles and his wife, 
Elizabeth Yowell, had seven children, beginning the long record of family 
ownership through the generations. Some of the acreage of the original 
farm is now owned by Tim Armstrong. The Armstrong family raises  
registered Guernsey and Jersey cattle. The family, including Tim’s wife, 
Nedra, and their children, Scott and Brandy, are very active in communi-
ty, schools, and agricultural organizations including the Farm Bureau, 
FFA, and 4-H. The Armstrongs of Horse Creek Farm are the first family 
in Tennessee to have father, son, and daughter all receive the prestigious 
American Farm Degree from the FFA. In 1964, the great-great-great-great 
granddaughter of Jacob Broyles, Mattie L. Broyles Snapp, acquired 32 
acres of the original farm owned by her ancestor. This acreage produces 
hay and tobacco.

Graveyard Hill Farm, named for the historic burying ground on the  
property, was established in 1795 by Robert Clemons Gray Sr. The 
Graysburg community was named for the family, who also operated a 
store and the post office there from 1840 to 1883. In 1962, Willis “Billy” 
Morelock obtained the family land. Billy and Jeanette Morelock and  
their daughters, Ginger (Frembling) and Lisa (Gosnell), have participated 
in many regional and community efforts and organizations including  
4-H and Farm Bureau. Billy is a collector of J. I. Case tractors and  
equipment and his historic farm machinery has been featured in several 
publications.

To read more about the history of these and other Pioneer Century 
Farms, visit the Tennessee Century Farms Web site at 
www.tncenturyfarms.org.
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Please help us keep information about your farm current in our files and on our Web site by letting us 
know when changes occur.

The following farms were certified since the summer 2009 newsletter. While farms may have more than one 
owner, we list only the first owner of record as supplied on the application by the family because of space 
limitations. Farms certified after December 10, 2009, will appear in the summer 2010 newsletter.

Century Farms Certified Since Summer Newsletter 

BAKER’S BURDEN FARM
County: Dickson
Owner: Carter G. Baker
Date Founded: 1818

BARRET FARM
County: Shelby
Owner: Paul A. Matthews
Date Founded: 1850

BIBLE FARM
County: Cocke
Owner: Elizabeth B. Wiley
Date Founded: 1887

CRYSTAL VALLEY FARMS
County: Williamson
Owner: James C. McCanless
Date Founded: 1869

FIELDEN HERITAGE FARM
County: Jefferson
Owner: Sanford E. Fielden
Date Founded: 1897

FREEZE FARM
County: Coffee
Owner: Grady T. Freeze
Date Founded: 1902

GENTRY FARM
County: Williamson
Owner: Charles J. Gentry
Date Founded: 1887

GID KYLE FARM
County: Trousdale
Owner: Robert W. Kyle
Date Founded: 1908

GRAVEYARD HILL FARM
County: Greene
Owner: Willis “Billy” Morelock
Date Founded: 1795

GROOM-SADDLER FARM
County: Wilson
Owner: Dwight G. Saddler
Date Founded: 1870

HILLANDALE FARM
County: Blount
Owner: James A. Hitch
Date Founded: 1909

HINCHEY HOLLOW FARM
County: Jefferson
Owner: Christopher M. Hinchey
Date Founded: 1873

HORSE CREEK FARM
County: Greene
Owner: Tim L. Armstrong
Date Founded: 1778

HOUSTON FARM
County: Sullivan
Owner: Patsy R. Starnes
Date Founded: 1903

ISAAC HUDDLESTON FARM
County: Putnam
Owner: Hubert M. Huddleston
Date Founded: 1841

HUTCHINGS FARM
County: White
Owner: Marie H. Howard
Date Founded: 1853

IVY HILL FARM
County: Overton
Owner: Paula R. Stover
Date Founded: 1858

KINGS CHAPEL FARM
County: Gibson
Owner: Emerson T. Gibson
Date Founded: 1909

KYKER’S SHADY HILL FARM
County: McMinn
Owner: Benjamin F. Kyker
Date Founded: 1888

LAMPLEY FARM
County: Williamson
Owner: Earl D. Lampley
Date Founded: 1886

LAZY D FARM
County: Giles
Owner: Betty O. Dickey
Date Founded: 1818

LEIBROCK FARM
County: Cocke
Owner: William M. Leibrock
Date Founded: 1886

MANSELL FARM
County: Putnam
Owner: Kenneth E. Mansell
Date Founded: 1888

MATTIE LOU BROYLES SNAPP 
FARM
County: Greene
Owner: Mattie L. B. Snapp
Date Founded: 1778

MCDANIEL FARM
County: Henry
Owner: Charles E. McDaniel
Date Founded: 1838

MINGLEWOOD FARM
County: Crockett
Owner: Vivienne Hannum
Date Founded: 1818

MURPHY SPRINGS FARM
County: Knox
Owner: Kevin P. Murphy
Date Founded: 1797
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Cason's Contributions to Century Farms

NICHOLS JERSEY FARM
County: Williamson
Owner: Herbert Nichols
Date Founded: 1909

PECAN HILL FARM
County: Lauderdale
Owner: Jimmy R. Price
Date Founded: 1901

PEACEFUL VALLEY FARM
County: Williamson
Owner: Ennis C. Wallace
Date Founded: 1905

PIN OAK FARM
County: Greene
Owner: Barbara W. Carter
Date Founded: 1806

RUBY BIRD FARM
County: Jefferson
Owner: George R. Cline
Date Founded: 1898

SAMUEL HENRY FARM
County: Blount
Owner: Ginna E. French
Date Founded: 1808

SUNDALE FARM
County: Wilson
Owner: Ernest F. Anderson
Date Founded: 1847

SUNNYSIDE FARM
County: Washington
Owner: Samuel W. Mitchell III
Date Founded: 1807

WEATHERINGTON FARM
County: Hardin
Owner: Allene M. Weatherington
Date Founded: 1909

With this issue, we say farewell to Kevin Cason, who 
has contributed immeasurably to the Tennessee 
Century Farms program over the past four years. 
Kevin, who graduated December 19, 2009, with a 
Ph.D. in Public History at MTSU, began working as a 
graduate assistant with the Century Farms program 
in the fall of 2005. A recipient of the Tennessee 
Century Farms internship, cosponsored by the 
Center for Historic Preservation and the Tennessee 
Department of Agriculture, Kevin designed and built 
the current Century Farms Web site.

Kevin continued to maintain and improve the 
Web site, but he also did much more: he assisted 
with the processing of hundreds of Century 
Farm applications, prepared a photograph log of 
Century Farm images, helped produce a variety 
of publications, managed files for the more than 
1,400 farms, and gave several presentations about 
the program. The Century Farms program is now 
more organized, accessible, and effective because of 
Kevin’s efforts. 

Recently, Kevin reflected on the years he has spent 
working at the Center for Historic Preservation 
and with the Tennessee Century Farms program. 
He said it has been a “beneficial, educational 
experience for me, and I am very grateful that Dr. 
West and Mrs. Hankins offered this opportunity.” 
He added, “Through the stories, photographs, and 
other materials that the farmers send with their 
applications, I have learned about the rich legacy 
of farms throughout Tennessee and how their 
histories often connect to broader historical events 
such as early frontier settlement, the Civil War, 
New Deal programs, or World War II. Since many of 
Tennessee’s landscapes are increasingly encroached 

upon or developed to create commercial districts 
and housing developments, the Tennessee Century 
Farms program serves as a reminder about the 
importance of preserving our rural heritage. I am 
grateful for those families who continue the tradition 
that their ancestors started many years ago. Perhaps 
it is these different aspects that made the experience 
of working with the Century Farms program a 
valuable and interesting project.” 

With sincere thanks for his excellent and diligent 
work over the past four years, we congratulate Dr. 
Kevin Cason and wish him all the best as he moves 
into a new phase of his life’s work. 

While pursuing his graduate studies, Dr. Kevin Cason spent four 
years working with the Tennessee Century Farms program at 
MTSU’s Center for Historic Preservation.



The Tennessee Century Farms program, a public service  
of the Center for Historic Preservation at Middle Tennessee 
State University, documents, recognizes, interprets, and 
supports the conservation of working farms that have been 
in the same family continuously for at least 100 years.  
The Tennessee Department of Agriculture partners with  
the program by providing a commemorative sign to each 
Century Farm family.

Please direct comments and inquiries 
regarding applications, existing farm files, 
the Web site, and this newsletter to

CANETA HANKINS
Director, Tennessee Century Farms Program
Center for Historic Preservation 
Middle Tennessee State University, Box 80
Murfreesboro, TN 37132
chankins@mtsu.edu
(615) 898-2947

Please direct questions about 
Century Farm signs to

LYNNE WILLIAMS
Tennessee Department of Agriculture
Ellington Agricultural Center, P.O. Box 40627
Nashville, TN 37204
Lynne.Williams@state.tn.us
Fax: (615) 837-5194

Visit the Century Farms Web site at 
http://www.tncenturyfarms.org

This Tennessee Century Farms newsletter is produced as a public 
service by the Center for Historic Preservation at MTSU.

MTSU, a Tennessee Board of Regents university, is an equal opportunity, 
nonracially identifiable, educational institution that does not discriminate 

against individuals with disabilities. AA120-1209

Tennessee Century Farms Program
Center for Historic Preservation 
Middle Tennessee State University, Box 80
1301 East Main Street
Murfreesboro, TN 37132
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Counties with the 
Most Century Farms
 Wilson – 73

 Greene – 50

 Smith – 50

 McMinn – 40

 Blount – 34

 Robertson – 33

 Claiborne – 31

 Williamson – 31

 Giles – 28

 Montgomery – 28



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 1
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


